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Welcome



ASWNet membership

ASWNet, as the name suggests, is a network of African social 
workers but also development workers. The network started in 2020, 
and it has 72 registered members. The major goal of the network is 
to aggregate information about African social work and share 
through our website, meetings like this one and social media 
channels. 



Africa Day 2022

Happy Africa day to you all. This is an important day on the African calendar, 
commemorating the birth of the OAU, now AU in 1963. The theme for this year 
focuses on nutrition and food security. There is no doubt that food security is 
central to human, social and capital development. The theme resonates very well 
with social work. 



Africa Day 2022



“At the same time, overweight, obesity and non-communicable 
diseases related to the quality of diets are increasing rapidly, worsening 
morbidity and mortality rates. Malnutrition, by its double 
manifestation, does not spare any African country at one point in the 
life cycle. Malnutrition is not only one of the worst killers of 
children under five years of age but prevents children and 
adolescents from reaching their full potential, and traps 
entire populations in vulnerability. Through its negative effects 
on the development of human capital and its productivity, 
malnutrition contributes to the delay in African countries’ economic 
and social development, with unacceptable human consequences on 
African individuals, communities and nations”.
Findings of the Continental Accountability Scorecard launched by the African Union and the Africa 
Leaders for Nutrition (ALN) in 2019 

Why nutrition matters



“New evidence has shown that the persistence of the 
burden of malnutrition has very significant consequences 
for physical, mental, cognitive and physiological 
development of African children; hence it has become a 
critical human rights issue that goes far beyond the 
already existing volatile public health impact. At the same 
time, evidence shows that malnutrition leads to 
decreased social and economic development of 
nations and becomes a very important political and 
economic development issue”.
Findings of the Continental Accountability Scorecard launched by the 
African Union and the Africa Leaders for Nutrition (ALN) in 2019 

Why nutrition matters



African Social Work
About 70% of Africans are farmers, producing food 
for themselves and for the market. The theme for 
this year reminds us, as social work development 
workers, that the solutions that we seek to poverty 
that is ravaging our continent exist in families and 
communities. In short, it reminds us of focusing 
more on indigenous approaches in our education, 
fieldwork, research and practice. Another 
important lesson is that, our social work must be 
more aligned with African institutions. In our social 
work we should not start at the United Nations in 
new York but the AU in Addis. We should not look 
outside without looking inside first. We should 
value our African philosophies and philosophers, 
and there are many of them. We should value 
African literature, and African stories. The African 
social work story should never begin in England or 
USA, it should begin in Africa with the likes of 
Jairos Jiri and Mai Musodzi in Zimbabwe and 
Charlotte Maxeke in South Africa



African Social Work – some of the 
forgotten contributors

Charlotte Makgomo-Mannya
Maxeke (1871-1939), South 

Africa

Mai Musodzi
Chibhaga Ayema
(1885-1952), 
Zimbabwe

Jairos Jiri 
(1921 – 1982), Zimbabwe

https://africasocialwork.net/biography-of-african-social-work/

https://africasocialwork.net/biography-of-african-social-work/


Ubuntu Lecture in November 2022



African Social Work Award 2021
Congratulations to
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